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April 9, 2018

PRESIDENT’S WEEKLY PERSPECTIVE
Good afternoon.
We are a true community of scholars, and active participation in the intellectual life of our university is a
hallmark of a UNM education. What our students discover and create during their time here at New Mexico’s
flagship university, working alongside the talented faculty and dedicated staff, will not only enhance their
research and educational experiences, but also those of future Lobos.

Engaged Learning Through Undergraduate Research
Research transforms our students’ undergraduate experience, allowing them to learn through hands-on
practice. The skills acquired through research activities offer a valuable foundation for future career or
academic pursuits. This week, thanks to a generous donation, University Libraries announced six recipients
of the inaugural Jim and Mary Lois Hulsman Undergraduate Library Research Award, which celebrates
outstanding undergraduate research that incorporates use of the libraries’ resources and demonstrates
sophisticated information literacy skills. Congratulations to: Jesse Yelvington, Ashley Koger, Patrick Latimer,
Ellerie Ann Freisinger, Anastasiya Andriyash and Luisa Pennington. You inspire us all and remind us of the
value of dedicated and engaged research.
Additionally, the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Conference (UROC), a campus-wide event to
showcase our undergraduate research activities, will be held on April 19. With the assistance of UNM faculty,
staff and student volunteers, the conference will afford 184 students the opportunity to present their
research and creative works.

Lobos Receive NSF Graduate Research Fellowships
I am proud to recognize that nine of our students were among the recipients of the prestigious and highly
competitive Graduate Research Fellowship from the National Science Foundation (NSF). This program
draws high-potential, early-career scientists and engineers and supports their graduate research training in
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields. Congratulations to: Sarah Blair, Chemical
Engineering; Jessica Carrasco, Psychology; Tybur Quinton Casuse, Environmental Engineering; Danielle
Harrier, Chemical Engineering; Jaylene Reyanne Martinez, Mechanical Engineering; Adam David Quintana,
Biomaterials Research; Orion Staples, Chemistry; Emigdio Turner, Chemistry and Brittney White, Life
Sciences. This well-earned national recognition is a testament to their talent and dedication, as well as that
of their faculty mentors.

#GlobalLobos
One of the great benefits of having a globally diverse student body is learning from the experiences
international students bring to our campus as they enrich our academic and social environment. Our
Global Education Office (GEO) hosts the UNM International Festival this Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
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Cornell Mall. The Festival includes musical performances, cultural art and crafts and food from 104 different
countries represented by UNM’s international student community. Please join us in attending this showcase
of international talent!

Campus Commitment to Sustainability
One of the things I quickly learned in coming to UNM, is the dedication of its community to the principles of
sustainability. From the way we plan our buildings to simply turning off a light, our sustainable practices are
integrated into the everyday lives of this campus. I am appreciative of the many efforts of UNM’s Office of
Sustainability, and have even recently added more recycling bins to my own office. I encourage all of you to
continue to improve and enhance our sustainability profile, while reducing our carbon footprint.

Ask a Lobo
This week, I would like to get your input on a short summer reading list. What books would most benefit me
in getting a flavor for New Mexico’s history and culture, as I’m traveling around the state? Please feel free to
respond via email or on Twitter (@PresidentStokes) #AskALobo. Thanks again for helping me learn more
about UNM!
Go Lobos!
Garnett S. Stokes
President
Feel free to reach out to me at presidentstokes@unm.edu.
Follow me on twitter @PresidentStokes

The Wednesday Communiqué
April 18, 2018
W hat if w e tried this?
In launching the effort to re-design the university, I began to research how other universities have dealt
with financial and cultural challenges. One flagship university that has consistently ranked high in the
“Great Universities to Work For” survey is the University of Michigan. The survey ranks universities in a
range of categories, including: collaborative governance, compensation, confidence in senior leadership,
diversity, teaching environment, the tenure process, and work-life balance. Regarding work-life balance,
two administrators at the University of Michigan described in a recent Chronicle article how they
“adopted a new policy on when people in the dean’s office should send emails—and, perhaps more
important, when they shouldn’t.”
That simple change, implemented by limiting email traffic to working hours (except for emergencies),
trying to communicate in person, avoiding email forwarding, and respecting working hours led to great
improvements in morale and performance.

Sentence Com plexity
Languages are always evolving, but recent articles in one of my favorite magazines, “Nautilus,” opened
my eyes to how dynamic and complex those changes are. Two interesting takeaways: there is an inverse
relationship between sentence and word length and complexity. Sentence length has been decreasing
over time while word length has increased. In addition, while writing increased overall complexity once it
“freed us from the constraints of our memories,” the specialization of scientific communities reduced
sentence complexity as “specialized knowledge allowed complexity to be encoded into word instead of
grammar.”

Lobo Reading Experience
The Lobo Reading Experience Committee announced that next year’s Lobo Reading Experience
selection, by popular demand, is “Just Mercy.” The Center for Teaching and Learning will host workshops
in April for faculty on integrating the book into Fall courses, and workshops for staff on incorporating the
book into community-building programming. If you are interested in serving on the 2019-20 selection
committee, or if you have ideas about campus events for “Just Mercy,” please email
loboreading@unm.edu. The selection committee will meet in late April. If you would like to suggest a
book, please fill out this form: https://lre.unm.edu/suggest-a-book/index.html.
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The Acting Provost’s Weekly Brief

O utstanding Staff Aw ards
The deadline for nominations for The Provost’s Committee for Staff Outstanding Staff Awards was
extended to this Friday, April 20. Please nominate outstanding individual staff members or workgroups
who serve students and the community. The nomination form is here.

Spring 2018 University Com m encem ent
Spring Commencement is fast approaching. This year’s ceremony will include Dr. Garnett Stoke’s
installation as our new president. These events benefit greatly from the involvement and attendance of
our faculty, staff, and administration, in addition to the students, their family and friends, and all others
who attend. Please consider attending or volunteering this year. The Spring 2018 UNM Commencement
and Presidential Installation will be held in Dreamstyle Arena (The Pit), on Saturday, May 12 at 9 a.m.
Information on volunteering can be found here, and general information can be found here.

Chaouki Abdallah
Provost & Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs
A PDF version of this weekly brief is available on the Academic Affairs website. Your feedback and input
are welcome at provost@unm.edu.
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